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ceeded in having an order issued that the Concord,
then fitting out at the Mare Island Navy Yard for
service on the Asiatic station, should transport as
much of the supply as her limited carrying capacity
would permit.

When I reached San Francisco there was time
before sailing to visit the Mare Island Navy Yard
in order to see in person that the ammunition was
being put on board the Concord and to impress upon
the commandant of the yard the absolute necessity
of loading her with every pound that could possibly
be carried. I pointed out that by touching at Hon-
olulu en route for supplies much valuable stowage
room that must otherwise be devoted to provisions
and stores could be given up to ammunition, while
certain stores which ordinarily would be shipped
from San Francisco might just as well be procured on
arrival in Japan. Commander Asa Walker, of the
Concord, actively entered into the spirit of my wishes.

In consequence a small vessel of only seventeen
hundred tons displacement was able to carry about
one-half of the total supply, or nearly thirty-five tons.
The remainder (some thirty-seven tons) was shipped
by the old sloop-of-war Mohican to Honolulu, and
there transferred to the cruiser Baltimore, when, with
the accelerating rush of events, it was decided, the
following March, to send her to reinforce the Asi-
atic Squadron. As a matter of fact, she reached
Hong Kong only forty-eight hours before our ves-